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Brother Robert B. Ellston 
  Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 

Brethren, 

ñHow good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in 
unity.ò 
 

Isnôt it fantastic that we are able to come together, face to face in 
lodge?  To extend the hand of friendship and be embraced by the 
arm of Brotherhood as we greet each other upon the Level in our 
respective lodges and begin the second quarter of this 2021-2022 
Masonic year.  My brothers, let us reflect on what we have so often 
taken for granted and what we were so unfortunately deprived of 
during the last several months.  May the coming months continue 
to improve and offer us more opportunities for fellowship upon the 
Level.  
 

I trust that you were able to find enjoyment and relaxation over the 
preceding summer months while in pursuit of your favorite 
pastimes.  Perhaps some of you were able to enjoy a family 
vacation to one of the many destination theme parks or to one of 
our nationôs magnificent federal parklands.  Maybe you just went 
to the beach (between rainstorms) or fishing or hiking in the 
mountains, whatever the case, I hope that you were able to find 
that much needed outlet from all the pent-up frustrations, emotions 
and desires that accumulated during the Covid-19 crisis. 
 

While many of us have thankfully received our ñCovid Shotsò, we 
must remain vigilant in our efforts to rein-in the potential for the 
variants that are continuing to spread at a fairly rapid rate among 
the general population at home and worldwide.  I will continue to 
remind you, my brothers, of the need to wear a mask ï not only in 
the lodge, but also in public ï if you are unvaccinated or if you  
yourself find it more comfortable to do so when in a large 
gathering.  Please, continue to maintain and practice a reasonable 
and appropriate state of hygiene by washing your hands frequently 
and covering your mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing.   
Please, pay attention to and follow all CDC and RIDOH regulations 
and guidelines as they apply the various strains of the ñCovid 
Virusò.  In other words, brethren, please be careful of your own 
health, and offer a healthy sign of respect toward others in all your 
actions. 
 

Moving on, during this Masonic quarter, there are a number of 
lodge annual communications and District Deputy Grand Master 
Visitations, as well as my own Official Visitation to the Northern 
Masonic District at Roger Williams Lodge No. 32 scheduled.  I 
strongly implore you ï as you are able- to make an effort to attend 
as many of these events as you possibly can.  By your attendance  

 
 
at these functions, you not only support your lodge brothers, the 
District Deputy Grand Masters and the ñnewò Worshipful Masters, 
but you also reacquaint yourselves with ñold friendsò that you have 
not seen for a while. You may make new acquaintances who will 
become ñold friendsò as well.  Donôt be concerned about crossing 
district or jurisdictional ñboundariesò ï in fact make it a point to do 
so.  Who knows, you may even find you recognize that guy across 
the room as someone youôve seen somewhere before but just 
canôt place where ï lo and behold, heôs a brother ï Who Knew?   
Take every opportunity you can to get out and visit any and all of 
the 25 lodges within our jurisdiction.  These include the 
COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM and our newest lodge ï under 
dispensation ï Logia Libertad which meets at the Grand Lodge 
Building in East Providence on the first Saturday of each month.  
Make sure to bring your ñMasonic Passportò wherever you travel.  
Donôt forget to have it signed, stamped and dated.  When itôs full, 
return it to the Grand Secretary to reap your reward for having 
traveled within and without this jurisdiction. 
 

Over the course of the summer, numerous brethren have come 
together in committee here at Grand Lodge to formulate thoughts 
and ideas into viable concepts and programs for the benefit of all 
the craft.  This quarter will see some of these concepts and 
programs begin to be implemented.  It is hoped that through the 
implementation of these concepts, programs and projects we will 
be the better enabled to discern an increase in active participation 
on all fronts within the lodges of this ñgentleò craft.  To be sure, 
there are lodges that already demonstrate ña reasonò for a brother 
to ñwant to go to the Lodge meeting tonightò but there are those 
lodges that just donôt offer ña reasonò to the brethren.  My brothers, 
it is time ï NO IT IS PAST TIME ï for us as a fraternity to 
MOTIVATE ourselves!  To that end, the Masonic Education 
Committee, the Leadership Committee, the Public Relations 
Committee, Youth Committee and the Charities Board of 
Managers have all endeavored to bring forth ñnewò ideas while 
reinforcing our existing protocols to enhance ñour individual and 
fraternal Masonic growthò.  We need to actively engage not only 
the ñLine Officersò of the individual lodges, but the brethren on the 
sidelines as well.   
 

I have often heard it said that the new initiate in the lodge comes 
to the fraternity seeking men of common interests and an 
opportunity to develop meaningful friendships/relationships.  This 
coupled with a desire to improve oneself ï morally, spiritually and 
intellectually are or should be considered laudable endeavors that 
we should all strive for in our lives.  It is incumbent on us as 
Masons to work diligently toward that end.   

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Atlantic Lodge No 31 - Block Island 
                                            

                  Messis AB ALTO 

  

    ñOur Harvest is from the deepò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the year 1875, Masons living on Block Island applied to the 
MḈWḈNicholas Van Slyck, Grand Master of Rhode Island, for 
Dispensation to establish a Masonic Lodge on Block Island. 
Dispensation was granted on November 30, 1875, and on 
December 29, 1875, a special communication of the Lodge was 
convened at which time the following officers of Atlantic Lodge 
were designated: Brothers, John W. Hooper (Worshipful Master), 
Bro. Darius Dodge (Senior Warden) and Bro. Almanza B. Littlefield 
(Junior Warden). 
 

On May 15, 1876, at the annual session of the Grand Lodge of 
Rhode Island, a charter was issued to Atlantic Lodge No.31 in New 
Shoreham, RI (Block Island) by petition of (24) Masons. The first 
elected officers of Atlantic Lodge were: (WM) John H. Hooper, 
(SW) Darius B. Dodge, (JW) Almanza Littlefield, (Treas.) Edward 
P. Littlefield, and (Secôy) Percival Rose. The lodge was duly 
Constituted by the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island on August 9, 
1876, at services held in the Baptist Church where Grand Master 
Van Slyck delivered an address to the new lodge.  
 

During its early history, Atlantic Lodge met in apartments that were 
used by Neptune Lodge, I.O.O.F. As lodge membership grew, it 
was decided to build its own Masonic Lodge. 
 

The new lodge building was dedicated on August 26, 1980. 
MḈWḈGeorge H. Kenyon, Grand Master of Masons in Rhode 
Island, accompanied by several of his Grand Lodge Officers 
attended the dedication. The new lodge building was two stories 
in height with a basement and was 30ô x 40ô. It was located on High 
Street near the steamboat landing. 
 

Atlantic Lodge held its stated communications Saturday on or 
before the full moon. Their annual communication was on the first 
Saturday in October. 
 

The prosperity of Atlantic Lodge, which was located in a somewhat 
isolated community, could possibly be credited to the US Coast 
Guard who built a station on the west side of the island near Dicken 
Point in 1872, and was reconstructed in 1886. The stationôs 
buildings were given to the Town of New Shoreham in 1996, but 
the Coast Guard is still in operation today during the summer 
months. The Honor Roll of Masons who served during the World  
War (1914-1918) list the names of 20 brothers of Atlantic Lodge 
No. 31 and 26 who served during WWII. 
 

Unfortunately, I have not been able to find much information on the 

history of Atlantic Lodge, but I am grateful to RḈWḈLynch for the 
photos of the lodge building. Both buildings still exist today.       ǅ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neptune Lodge I.O.O.F 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Atlantic Lodge No. 31 today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Atlantic Lodge No. 31 
RḈWḈRay Geer, Grand Historian 
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MḈWḈBrother Robert b. ellston  
Invites you to join him on Friday ,  

December 3, 2021,  at R hodes on the Pawtuxet  
 

Social hour - 6:00PM            Dinner  ̧7:00PM 
 

Tickets $35.00 per person  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

'ÅÔ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÇÏÎÅȦ #ÁÌÌ *ÉÍ ɉΫΦήɊΨΪΩ-6519 or Mike (401)952-5892 

 
Rhode Island Shrine 

Presents 

Ȱ&ÁÌÌ "ÅÁÃÈ "ÁÓÈ ÁÔ "ÕÔÔÏÎ×ÏÏÄÓȱ 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 

RI Hotrods 

ΪΦΧ *ÅÅÐȭÓ 

Giant Pig-roast & Chicken 

Beer Garden 

Save the date!!  
More information to come!  
Tickets may be purchased via square 

through the grand lodge office  

 

 

This is a full day of fun 
Gates open at 11:00am 

Games, music, Rhode Island Shrine clowns 

(ÏÔ 2ÏÄÓȟ #ÕÓÔÏÍ *ÅÅÐȭÓȟ Drifter trikes 
Pig & Chicken barbecue, potato salad, macaroni 

salad, ÂÁÒÂÅÃÕÅ ÂÅÁÎÓȟ ÃÏÒÎ ÂÒÅÁÄȣetc.! 
 

Tickets now available 
$25.00/adult $15.00/5-10yrs 

Under 5yrs Free 
Proceeds benefiting  

RI Shriners 
*Beer garden & Ice cream 

available 
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              (continued from Page 2, Grand Masterôs Address) 
 

While it is possible for each of us to undertake that journey 
individually, it is to the benefit of all if we are the better enabled to 
gain further insight by coming together in the embrace of our fellow 
Masons within the fraternal setting of the lodge.  If you havenôt 
been ñin lodgeò for a while, please make the effort to come and join 
with your brothers ï we have missed you and we need you! 
 

Brethren, as I draw this missive to a conclusion, I find it somewhat 
difficult to believe just how quickly this year is moving.  Only a short 
time ago we were slowly beginning to reopen our lodges on a very 
restrictive and limited basis.  Almost overnight, we held our Grand 
Lodge Annual Communication in mid-May and now we are 
preparing to undertake the Grand Lodge Semi-Annual 
Communication, which is scheduled to be held on Saturday, 
November 20 at 1:00 p.m.  This year, due in part to (Covid-19) 
scheduling issues, we will not be celebrating the ñFall Festivalò on 
the same day as the Semi-Annual Communication.  Instead, we 
are moving the date of the ñFall Festivalò to Friday, December 3.  
We have secured, for your dining pleasure ï Rhodes-on-the-
Pawtuxet ï to host this event.  As this venue is quite spacious, we 
should be able to accommodate a large number of attendees and 
we look forward to welcoming one and all to an enjoyable and 
entertaining event on that evening. 
 

Brethren, I look forward to greeting each and every one of you in 
lodge.  May the Grand Architect of the Universe guide and protect  
you and yours daily.  Always remember to contribute to the relief 
of those less fortunate if you are able without injury to yourself. 

ǅ 

Fraternally, 

Robert B. Ellston 
Brother Robert B. Ellston 
Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Greetings Brethren, 
 

I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, Robert B. Ellston, for the appointment to this position. 
Worshipful Grand Master of Ceremonies Antonio Rodrigues and I 
are excited to visit the lodges in this jurisdiction. 
 

If any lodge needs assistance, feel free to contact either of us. 
We have had an opportunity to visit several lodges before the 
summer break and it was great to be able to sit in lodge with 
brethren and not have to wear a mask!  Hopefully, we can continue 
in this fashion.  WḈTony and I plan to visit every lodge this year 
before our term expires next May. 
 

By now, the Grand Lodge Picnic will be behind us and hopefully 
everyone had a great time.  There is nothing like good food and 
fellowship!  It also is a great time to meet with brothers from around 
the jurisdiction that we normally do not see very often. 
I pray to God that this terrible pandemic is finally defeated, and we 
can start to live as we have done before. 
 

Please brethren, either get vaccinated or wear your mask.          ǅ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On June 19, 2021, MḈWḈ Grand Master Robert B. Ellston, along 
with a large and distinguished suite of officers, made an official 
visitation to the Southern Masonic District at Charity Lodge No. 23 
in Kenyon, RI.  The meeting was held in their outdoor Lodge.   
 

The program for the afternoon was on Revolutionary War general 
Nathanael Greene and was presented by a volunteer from the 
Nathanael Greene Homestead Association located in Coventry, 
RI.  Discussion was had as to whether General Greene was a 
Mason.  It appears that there is no evidence proving that he was a 
Mason though he wore a Masonic Jewel given to him by Marquis 
de Lafayette. 
 

The Masonic Jewel remained in the Greene Family for 130 years 
being handed down to Nathanaelôs brother Christopher Greene, 
then Celia Greene, Ethan Ray Clark, Anna Ward Clarke and finally 
Charles Ray Brayton who prized this jewel most highly. 
 

Around 1913 Charles Ray Brayton, ñas he lay on his bed in the 
June Brown Hospital, stricken, as he knew for the last time, his 
mind clear as the light of the day which his eyes had not beheld 
for several years, his heart turned to this Grand Lodge. With 
characteristic generosity he expressed to his wife his desire to give 
to his Masonic brethren one of his most cherished possessions, 
this ancient jewel, and charged her with the duty of its disposal.ò  
The Jewel is accepted by the Most Worshipful Grand Master who 
requests Brother Burnham to convey to Mrs. Brayton the thanks of 
Grand Lodge.  More detailed narrative can be found in the 1914 
Proceedings of The Grand Lodge.  The Jewel is currently on 
display in the Grand Lodge Library and Museum.                         ǅ  
 
 
 

District Deputy Grand Master at Large 
 

RḈWḈDavid D. Lancaster 

Leadership Training Workshop 
 

After a soft roll out virtually during the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Leadership Committee is pleased to bring this 
workshop in person for the first time. It is expected that 
Worshipful Masters, Senior Wardens, Junior Wardens, and 
Senior Deacons attend this training once a year while advancing 
through the top four line officer positions. Special circumstances, 
upon written request, will be reviewed by the Grand Master. 
 

Prepare for your year in the East by learning from recent Past 
Masters from across the jurisdiction! 
 

Details for the in-person training are below with additional dates 
expected to be announced soon. 

September 25, 2021 
 

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 
222 Taunton Ave, East Providence, RI 

 
9:00AM ï 9:45AM Sign In (Coffee & Doughnuts) 

 

9:45AM ï 10:00AM Welcome & Introductions 
 

10:00AM Training Starts 

General Nathanael Greene Masonic Jewel 
 

RḈWḈRay Geer, Grand Historian 
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Together We are One, Juntos Somos Uno 
 

June 5 marked the second meeting of Logia Libertad, under 
dispensation in our jurisdiction. On hand that evening were 
brothers from within our jurisdiction as well as members from 
Grand Lodge. Our Most Worshipful Grand Master, Robert B. 
Ellston, was also present to pay a fraternal visit and reaffirm his 
continued support. Brethren, to sum it up quickly, the entire 
evening was a complete delight.  
 

From my experience my brothers, Masonry in the Spanish 
speaking world is not so different as one may think. Yes, it may be 
different as opening and closing is done in Spanish, which by the 
way, one could easily follow regardless of if you understood the 
language or not. And, so not to make one feel that you havenôt a 
clue whatôs being said, thereôs always a translated copy that the 
Worshipful Master will make available to you if asked. The one 
thing that does stand out is the inclusion and depth in which the 
families are a large part of what they do and how Masonry is 
practiced in their countries. All family members from wives to 
children are a big part of what Masonry means to them. 
 

We also had the privilege that evening to meet Brother Ivan 
Vasquez, from Logia Sol Naciente, (Rising Sun Lodge) Maryland, 
who brought his fraternal greetings as well as brothers from 
Norfolk Union Lodge, Massachusetts, all of which were easy to 
speak with and very engaging. And now the good part, FOOD! I 
have not known a Mason that doesnôt enjoy a good meal. We were 
treated that evening to a cultural dinner that was absolutely 
delicious. If nothing else, taste the food and youôll make Logia 
Libertad a regular stop in your travels. 
 

The program that evening was presented by State Master 
Councilor, RI DeMolay, Felix Diclo Jr., the son of our celebrated 
artist, Brother Felix Diclo. He went into depth as to how his dad 
paints and the inspiration which drives him to create such work. 
Brother Dicloôs use of colors and shapes is nothing short of 
amazing. Brother Diclo has studied art extensively in his country 
and has been featured in many exhibits throughout this country as 
well as several countries in the Caribbean and Latin America. For 
the lodges looking for a program, donôt hesitate a moment to 
include this as a possibility, you will not be disappointed. 
 

Brethren, Logia Libertad, which dates back to the formation of their 
club in Most Worshipful Iacobucciôs year to the dispensation to 
operate as a lodge in Most Worshipful Brother Kaufmanôs year, 
have worked very hard to get where they are and are looking for 
you, yes you, our brothers to support their effort. Their work, their 
effort to be on point with all that they do, is an inspiration for all to 
be the best we can be as Masons. Brethren, all are always 
welcome, but I suggest you make a reservation for dinner to assist 
our brothers prepare and best budget their meals.  
 

In closing, being culturally diverse is nothing new for this 
organization. Masons have always practiced and accepted men of 
every race, color, creed, etc. What it does express is that we are 
growing. Freemasonry is once again beginning to flourish in a new 
era which if we are to survive, we must ride this wave. I urge all of 
my brothers to make the effort to visit Logia Libertad, support their 
effort. You will not be disappointed. The Venerable Maestro 
(Worshipful Master in Spanish) R.W. Melvin E. Silverio, the Primer 
and Segundo Vigilantes (Wardens) WḈ Richard Gonzalez and   
 
 
 

 
WḈJavier Alfonzo as well as the brothers of Logia Libertad, would 
like to express their sincere thanks to all who attended that evening 
and extend a personal invitation to all brethren and their families 
to join with their family in what I suspect will be lodge worth 
watching in our near future. To find more information on Logia 
Libertad, you can visit their website at: www.LogiaLibertad.com 

ǅ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are a Master Mason, you may want to know of Masonryôs 
best kept secret here in the Ocean StateéRhode Island Shriners!  
We have given birth to a new and improved version of ourselves. 
To be sure times have changed, and we have changed with them. 
We now have a full line comprising the Divan, from our Illustrious 
Potentate all the way to our Ceremonial Masters. We have taken 
steps to ensure the new line of officers understand and believe in 
the new ñfive-year planò set down by our top officers, we have 
strengthened and adopted new and exciting units and clubs, 
including but not limited to, a camping club, members club and 
drifter trike unit. Soon to come will be events such as car show-pig 
roast (September 25 at our Buttonwood facility), a New Years Eve 
black tie Gala at our Temple! Not the least of our new initiatives is 
the reopening of our beautiful bar located on the first floor of the 
Rhode Island Shrine building.  
 

We have already launched our new website www.rishriners.com 
which is soon to be loaded with all the information needed to stay 
up on past and current events, member meetings, unit updates, 
photos, parade info and much more! 
 

There is so much to be said about our new Shrine, however the 
best way to learn about this Masonic gem is to reach out to one of 
the Shriners for yourself, ask questions or attend one of our events 
and make your own decision as to whether this amazing group is 
right for you! Any long-standing organization must evolve to reflect 
whatôs best for the membership, and it is imperative to see these 
changes in the positive direction that it must head in order to grow. 
With that understood we have put together a Steering Committee 
to get us where we need to be for our future. This committee has 
already begun the task of gathering information from many of its 
more seasoned Nobles as well as some of the newer brothers. It 
is our belief that with this combination a successful future is 
assured!  
 

So, there you have just a snapshot of who we are and what we will 
become, and it is our feeling that together with our most supportive 
Grand Lodge, we will survive, thrive and arrive at the place our 
ñnewò RI Shrine was always meant to beécome and join us! 

ǅ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from  
 

RḈWḈRobert A. Palazzo, Deputy Grand Master 

The ñNewò Rhode Island Shrine 
Mike Brito, Chief Rabban 

 

about:blank
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On Saturday, November 6, 2021, at 10 a.m., the Childrenôs Dyslexia Center of Rhode Island, Scottish Rite's favorite charity, will hold its 12th 
annual Race By the Bay. It is a 10K and 5K race, which starts and finishes in the Masonic Youth Center on Long Street in Warwick.  The 
course is USATF certified and in our 12 year history has become very popular with the running community. It is a flat, scenic run/walk through 
the neighborhoods of the Buttonwoods area and Warwick City Park, with a beautiful view of the Bay at the beginning and end. 
  

The Children's Dyslexia Center of Rhode Island opened in April 2001. The Center, dedicated to the remediation of dyslexia in children, provides 
the highest quality multi-sensory reading and written language tutorial services for children with dyslexia at no cost to the children or family. 
The Center uses the Orton-Gillingham approach, one of the oldest, most effective research validated approaches to language remediation for 
individuals with dyslexia. The Dyslexia Center also offers a training course to qualified adults who wish to become certified at the Teacher 
Level of Orton-Gillingham. Graduate college credit is available for successfully completing this course.  There is no charge for the course, but 
there is a fee charged by the college for graduate credit. We are accredited by IMSLEC. 
  

Past events drew up to 120 runners and 40 walkers with more expected this year. An endeavor this size requires many hands. We need not 
only runners and walkers, but volunteers to help with registration, distributing tee shirts to runners and walkers, and organizing the start and 
finish of the race. We will need about 35 additional volunteers on the course to staff water stations and ñflaggersò to direct the runners and 
walkers to ensure their safety and avoid any loss of time.  This fundraiser has been successful in the past because of your help. I am asking 
again if you can give us a few hours to help make this a success again. We rely on fundraisers and the generous support of the Masonic 
community to keep the center operating. Thank you so much. 
  

November 6th Schedule: 
7:30 a.m. - Park Gates Open 
8:00 a.m.- Registration Begins 
10:00 a.m. ï 5K & 10K ñóBy The Bayò races start, 5K Walk begins immediately following. 
11:45 a.m.ï Awards 
 

If you can volunteer, contact Bob OôBrien at 401-487-4750 or bob.obrien@gmail.com. 
For more information, please visit the centerôs site at: www.dyslexiari.org 
For registration: https://bit.ly/3fuBftI 

ǅ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ǅ 

                                            

Race By the Bay 
 

By Robert J. OôBrien 
Secretary, Board of Governors 

 

 
 

Rhode Island Lodges Mileage Chart 
 

RḈWḈRay Geer, Grand Historian 

 

 

  

about:blank
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Page 8   September/October/November 2021       ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Page 10   June/July/August 2021        
 

 

 

RI Freemason 
Deadlines 

 
 

Publishing Schedule  
 
The Rhode Island Freemason is published 
four times based on a Masonic calendar 
year. Deadlines for submissions are listed 
below for each issue. 
 
The issues will be published as follows: 

  
 

DECEMBER/JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
Deadline: November 1st  

 

MARCH/APRIL/MAY 
Deadline: February 1st   

 

JUNE/JULY/AUGUST 
Deadline: May 1st   

 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 
Deadline: August 1st  

 
  

 

 

From the Editor 
Dear Brethren, 
 

I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue.  Unfortunately, we did not 
have space for everyoneôs submissions.  Where appropriate, I have saved the material for 
our next issue.  As a reminder, please submit your material for future issues before the 
deadline date.  Space is on a first come, first serve basis.  As the deadline approaches, there 
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or after 
the deadline date. 
  

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions: 
 

¶ Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents. 

¶ Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files. 

¶ Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted. 

¶ The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve 
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included. 

¶ Please send files to rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.  
 

 
 

                             
 

Editor:              Maria Doyle   

 

Associate Editors:             RḈWḈJack Anderson 
              
 

Editorial Advisor:             RḈWḈRonald P. Reed 

              RḈWḈGrand Secretary 

 

Interesting Historical Facts of Freemasonry  
In Rhode Island 

 

Selected from a review of the  
Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge 

13th Installment 
 

10/21/1927 A valuable clock made for PGM William Gray (1860), 
Newport, presented to Grand Lodge by granddaughter, Anna C. 
Clapp.  
 

5/21/1928 Total assets $16,8225.47. Grand Secretary $3,000.00. Per 
Capita 90. 
 
5/18/1931 Pages 41-45. Forms for Wills, Bequests to Lodges and the 
Grand Lodge. 

 

11/16/1931 Address of Brother William H. Mason, Senior Grand 
Deacon, ñArmy Lodgesò 
 
2/21/1932 Historical address commemorating 200th anniversary of 
birth of George Washington, by Brother Honorable Max Levy at Touro 
Synagogue, Newport.  (Note; King David Lodge, Newport, merged 
with St. Johnôs Lodge No. 1, 10/19/1790) 
 
5/21/1934 First presentation of Grand Lodge Veterans Medal.  114 
Brethren qualified.  This custom continues. 
 
5/18/1936 Tercentary Volume of the Sacred Book of Law presented to 
Grand Lodge by MḈWḈ Grand Master Albert Knight and dedicated to 
Masonic usages and goodwill by Clarence Augustus Barber, 
Associate Grand Chaplain. Former president of Brown University, 
Grand Chaplain, 1935, served until his death 1/16/1937. It is hoped 
this book will be displayed on the Altar of Grand Lodges in USA and 
other countries. 
 
5/17/1937 Report of Grand Masters travels. Unusual experiences. 
 
 

To be continued. 

 

 

                           Robert J. Allen 

                                 Medical Equipment 
                                 Distribution Center 

 

 
One of our obligations as Masons is to help those in need, 
especially a fellow brother or his family. The Medical 
Equipment Distribution Center does this in ways that are truly 
inspiring. In this troubled economy, many are without proper 
medical insurance or insurance of any kind. Because of 
sickness or unemployment, those in need of hospital beds, 
wheelchairs, walkers, etc. would not be able to obtain these 
without the help of our services!  Everyone we deal with is most 
grateful for the services we offer, free of charge to Mason or 
non-Mason. We also accept donations of all types of 
equipment, make pickups, and deliveries. We move a lot of 
equipment but have one great shortage, YOU! 
 

 
 

 

 

For more information contact Brother George Donahue on 
the Medical Equipment Center cell phone at 401-451-0184.  
You can also email us at rifreemason@rimasons.org.  It is 

important that we know you are coming so that we can 
schedule pickups, deliveries and maintenance work 
accordingly.  Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

 

 
We are located at the second 
entrance gate at the Masonic-
Shrine Youth Park at 116 
Long Avenue in the 
Buttonwoods section of 
Warwick. 

 

mailto:rifreemason@rimasons.org
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METRO DISTRICT 

R\W\ Rick Baccus., DDGM 

 

And Iôm proud to be an American 
Where at least I know Iôm free 
And I wonôt forget the men who died 
Who gave that right to me  ñGod Bless the U.S.A.ò by 
Lee Greenwood 
 

I was recently reading Brave Decisions written by COL Harry 
Maihafer, USA (Ret) where he covered a chapter about GEN H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf and his experience leading Operation 
Desert Shield in August of 1990 and Desert Storm in January 
1991. The book describes how his decisions during the Vietnam 
Conflict influenced his decisions during the first Gulf War. This 
reminded me of the deployment of the 118th Military Police 
Battalion in 1990 and their successful return home in 1991, 
culminating in a victory parade at the Quonset Air National Guard 
Base in August 1991 for all the service men and women who 
deployed from the state. The unofficial anthem at that time was 
Lee Greenwoodôs song, which I heard so often I have it 
memorized. I then also read an article in the Sunday, July 18 
edition of the Providence Journal written by Mark Patinkin about a 
Bristol Police Officer, Vanna Nhem, who served twice in 
Afghanistan as both an Army lieutenant and an Air Force major. 
Major Nhem said that based upon his experience it is now time to 
depart that battlefield. Two entirely different endings to two similar 
conflicts. But as we look to reflect on this coming Veteranôs Day, 
celebrating the armistice of the ñWar to End All Warsò, let us 
remember those fellow citizens, brother and sister alike, who wore 
our countryôs uniform to ensure we have that right to be free. 
 

Speaking of Veterans Day, WḈ Rick Lynch and I will be conducting 
the annual communication of Overseas Lodge No. 40 on Veteranôs 
Day. It will be great to celebrate both another successful lodge 
year and our Nationôs freedom on that day. We are also looking 
forward to paying an official visitation to Rising Sun Lodge No. 30. 
The Master may have a joint degree with Morning Star Lodge No. 
13. 
 

Both WḈRick and I, along with our Ladies Kay and Patti took 
advantage of the many picnics scheduled in August, to include St 
Johnôs Lodge No. 1P, Redwood Lodge No. 35 and of course the 
Grand Lodge Picnic. The fellowship and renewing of friendships 
are always a bonus. 
 

Our installation team, including Brothers Michael Cunningham and 
Edward Kdonian, R:W:. Assistant Grand Lecturers and Brother 
Bryan Martin, R:W:. Associate Grand Chaplain, had the pleasure 
of conducting the annual communications for Rising Sun Lodge 
No. 30 and St Johnôs Lodge No. 1P. Our congratulations go out to 
Worshipful Master Gerald Phaneuf and his line of officers and 
Worshipful Master Joshua Irizarry and his line of officers on their 
installations and best wishes for the upcoming fraternal year. It 
was indeed a blessing to once again conduct in person 
installations and to have our Ladies Kay and Patti enjoy the 
socialization with all the families.  
 

As always, please feel free to contact me at rickbaccus@cox.net 
or at 401.413.6281.  
 

ñCause there ainôt no doubt 
I love this land 
God Bless the U.S.A.ò Lyrics by Lee Greenwood                ǅ 

       

 

 
 

EAST BAY DISTRICT 
R\W\ Gilbert Fontes, DDGM 

 

Greetings Brethren, 
 

I hope you all had a relaxing, restful summer and were able to 
spend quality time with family and friends. It was a busy summer 
for our lodges. Many continued to meet, whether a social get-
together, rehearsal for an upcoming degree, or a special meeting 
to perform the duties of a lodge. In all cases there was a great 
energy present, reminding us of who we are as Masons. 
 

The East Bay lodges will be busy in September as lodges reopen. 
Washington No. 3 is planning a Master Mason Degree in late 
September and what is sure to be a very memorable evening, on 
September 7,  Adelphoi No. 33 will confer the second section of 
the EA degree on Evan Neil McCauley, who is the grandson of 
long-time member IllḈ Bro. Neil H. McCauley. The evening will be 
further highlighted with the recognition and presentation of three, 
50-year service medals. Bro. Lance Chappell, Bro. David Swann, 
and Bro. David Makin will all be in attendance to share their 
experiences over the past 50 years. 
 

There is much more happening in the coming months. Reach out 
to lodge secretaries for the most up-to-date information, 
schedules, and lodge activities.  
 

Jay and I look forward to seeing you as we travel in the East Bay 
District.                                                                                          ǅ 
         

NORTHERN DISTRICT  
RḈWḈ Eric E. Grist, Jr. DDGM 

 

It is truly wonderful to be back in lodge, in full form. John and I are 
blessed and honored to be serving the Northern District (our home 
district). We literally started things off with a bang at Friendship 
Lodgeôs annual Steak and Clays event. I never knew that strollers 
for shotguns existed. 
 

We were also able to join the Grand Master at Lafayette Lodge 
where he presented the Masonic Scouting Award to several newly 
made Eagle Scouts. We also attended Lafayetteôs monthly 
breakfast. They put on a fantastic spread while raising funds for 
Franklin Farms or the Literacy Center. I would be remiss if I failed 
to point out that the centerpiece of each breakfast is lots and lots 
of BACON! We ended the month at Friendshipôs Annual Steak Fry, 
where we dined on a wonderful steak dinner with all the fixings. 
How anyone stays thin as a Mason Iôll never know! 
 

The lodges in the Northern District are hard at work gearing up for 
what we hope will be our first full Masonic year in a while.  Many 
lodges have held organizational meetings, or in the case of Roger 
Williams Lodge, an organizational retreat, to prepare for the year. 
We will officially start off the year with a visitation to Roger Williams 
Lodge on September 11. This meeting will see the return of the 
Officerôs Forum. I look forward to seeing what the updated version 
has in store for us. This will be followed by the annual 
communication of Friendship Lodge on September 18. John and I 
are particularly anticipating performing the installation in our 
mother lodge. Other events that round out the first month back are 
Lafayetteôs Step-Up meeting and Mount Moriahôs Master Mason 
Degree and world-famous clambake! 
 

John and I are looking forward to starting the year off busy. We 
hope to see you in lodge.                                                              ǅ 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Report from the Masonic Districts 

about:blank
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CENTRAL DISTRICT 
R\W\ Stephan H. Saraidarian, DDGM 

 

Brothers, 
It is a great time to be a Freemason.  Every day more and more 
lodges are getting back into the swing of things.  As things began 
to normalize, Jason and I took the opportunity to visit a few 
different lodges when we were able.  I was able to attend 
Manchester Lodgeôs first meeting after our new Grand Master was 
installed.  I was happy to see how well they executed their ritual, 
that they had a great program and spent the first 15 minutes of the 
meeting talking about initiatives they were putting in place to do 
charitable work in the community.  I next was invited to Harmony 
Lodgeôs Annual Steak Fry and past masterôs night.  What a great 
night of fraternal fellowship and amazing food!  On top of that, 
Harmony Lodge continues to do great work in the lodge and in the 
community.  I am looking forward to seeing the great things going 
on at Ionic and Daylight Lodges!!   
 

I was able to attend Manchester Lodgeôs annual meeting at The 
Stone.  For those not familiar Manchester Lodge meets once a 
year in June at what is affectionally called ñThe Stoneò in Foster 
RI.  The Stone is a stone marker erected in the woods where 
Hamilton lodge was forced to meet after they were locked out of 
their lodge by a vindictive landlord.  WḈMḈ Al Capobianco 
informed me they will have a second meeting at the stone later this 
year with the hope of moving it to the fall as that weather is a more 
comfortable time of year to be outside.  If you want a chance to be 
part of the living history of RI Masonry, then keep an eye out for 
information on this unique and historically rich outdoor meeting. 
 

On another note, in my travels around the state I have noticed an 
axiom being used more often than I remember and in a manner I 
do not find familiar.  ñFreemasonry is a volunteer organization.ò  I 
am sure I am not the only one who has heard this being said.  By 
all accounts it is a true statement because every Freemason joins 
our ancient and honorable society of his own freewill and accord.  
That is where this statement originates from.  It was said by 
members of our fraternity as a point of pride.  A reminder that not 
one member of our craft was coerced into joining.  However, as of 
late, I have witnessed members of our fraternity use the axiom 
ñFreemasonry is a volunteer organizationò as a way to rationalize 
or excuse the shortcomings of some of our members.  When a 
member of our fraternity decides to take on certain responsibilities 
such as accepting an officer position, committee position, or event 
planner he does so by engaging his integrity as a man and as a 
Mason.  He gives his word to get it done.  The moment you take 
on that obligation you are expected to fulfill it.  An expectation you 
are bound to not by others, but by yourself.  The fact that initially 
you volunteered to take it upon yourself is irrelevant.  Imagine if a 
volunteer firefighter only came to the fire station when he decided 
it was convenient for him?  Do you think when that fire station 
doesnôt have enough people on duty to safely put out a fire that the 
community would accept the idea that it was okay because they 
are volunteers?  When you volunteered to take the vow of 
marriage did you feel that it meant less because you volunteered 
to do so?  We are here to make good men better by helping them 
face their shortcomings, not by dismissing them.  As Masons, and 
as brothers we need to hold each other accountable both in and 
out of the lodge.  
 

Please, donôt misunderstand me.  We have things outside of 
masonry that should always take precedence, such as our family 
and our work obligations.  When these conflicts arise, we are  
encouraged by our brothers to put them ahead of our Masonic 
obligations.  There is no need for excuses or shame.  There is a 
need to act with integrity, and honestly, with proper etiquette and 
with 
 

 
 
 
decorum.  When those conflicts arise, we should send a message 
to the proper people letting them know we wonôt be in attendance.  
We should find someone of proper skill to take our place if 
necessary.  We also should, when given the proper notice, take 
note of our obligations to all and try our best to make those 
schedules co-exist.  If the obligations, we assumed to the craft 
become too much we should admit it and ask for help.  If even with 
this help it is too much to handle than we should stand aside 
knowing there is no shame in that decision because that decision 
shows character as well.   
 

Letôs stop using ñFreemasonry is a volunteer organization.ò as an 
excuse and return it to the point of pride it was always meant to 
be.  Donôt make excuses for yourself or others.  Donôt belittle 
yourself or others.  Work hard, ask for help when you need it and 
offer help when you can.  I know it is hard and it is time consuming, 
but it is also extremely rewarding and fulfilling.                             ǅ 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
R\W\ Mazen Alsabe, DDGM 

 

When the call was sent out in May to all District Deputies for their 
reports for the upcoming issue of the RI Freemason, it did not 
occur to me ï the ñnew kid on the blockò -- that the message was 
also meant for me! My apologies for missing the last issue. 
 

I want to start by thanking our Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Robert B. Ellston for the honor he bestowed upon me by asking 
me to serve my brethren as District Deputy Grand Master for the 
Southern District. I am humbled by the confidence he placed in 
me. I am eagerly looking forward to my duties and travels 
throughout the jurisdiction, and especially to experiencing the 
generosity, friendship, and hospitality that the Southern District is 
famous for.    
 

I am also honored to have Worshipful Anthony Amaral as my 
Master of Ceremonies. I value his friendship, enthusiasm, energy, 
and love for the Craft. I am looking forward to his companionship 
on this journey, and for the new friendship between our wives and 
families.   
 

My journey started about ten years ago when R:.W:.Richard Lynch 
appointed me to his officer line at St. Johns Lodge 1P. I was 
terrified because English is not my native language, and I had 
doubts about all the memorization that I had to do. 

 
(Continued on next page) 

WḈMḈAlbert Capobianco of Manchester Lodge at 

ñThe Stoneò in Foster, RI 




